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227 D very well underſtarid how mack it is ; below the kigh- 
d and Royall dignity (wherein God hathiplaced Us) to:. 
& take notice , much more to trouble Our "Self with at- 
> (wering th: fe many ſcandalous, ſeditious Pam hlets' 
© <A and Printed. Papers ; which. are ſeatt. red -w mh fuctr. 
Or eat t Licince thorowourt the Kingdom (notwithſtanding Our 4&ar- 
neſt defir2, ſooftenin vain preſſed tor a Reformation: )- though We 
finde it evident, That the mindes of many of Our weak Subjefts have: 
been, and {till are poiſoned by thoſe means, and that ſo generallaTer-" 
rour hath p fefl:d rhe mindes and heart of: all-men; that whiles the. 
Prefſes ſwarm and every dav producethnew Trats agamft the eftas: 


bliſhed Government of the Church and State”) moſt men want the 


Courage or the Conſcience towrite , orthe opportunity and i incou-: 
ragement to publiſh ſuch compoſed ſober Animadyerſions, as mighe- 
cicher preſerve the mindes of Our good Subjects frotnſuch Tf: 
on, or reſtore and recover th*ir when rhey: are:{oinfeted © But Wes 
ace contehted ta let Our Self fall to any Office that niay undeceive 
Qur People, and to take more pains Fir way by Our own Pen , then* 
ev:rKing hath done, when We finde any Het thar ſeems to carry 
thereputatidnand auth. 1 ity'of cither,orbotty Houſes of Parliament, 
and will not havettie ame-refaredar! diſputed by commonand'vult-" 
gar Pens , till Weare thovowly:informed:;: wherhepthoſe Atts have- 
h:vhar Counteriince and War ant they' pretend. Which re- 
re \of Ours: We doubrnot bur in time will recover that dac reye-' 
rence( the at-ſence where::f Wie -have'too much reaſon ro complain 
ro Our Perſoh and Our Meſſoges, -whichtin aff ages hath been; fad. 
( andiiod u*tisdur) tothe Crownof England, - ' 

We. have theref r= raken norice of a Printed Paper - intitu-. 
ted,  ADeclaration of both Foufes of Parliament, in Anſiyer to Oar": 
Iz} Meſhge conrerryng the Ailitia,. publiſhed by command, The 
which' We atc unwilling to beleeve ( both forthe Matter of it} 
the Expreſſions init, and the Manner of publiſhing it )-can reſule" 
frem- theconfent of both Houſes; Neither do We know by what: 
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. JTawſull command ſich uncomely, irreverent niention of Us can be 


mage; boy the wo.ld. And though Declarations of this kinde 
ye of late ( with too much boldneſfſe ) broken in upon \Us and 
the whole Kingdom, when one, or both Houſes have thought fit 
to communicate their Counſels and Reſolutions to the People, yet | 
Weare unwillir.g to belceve, that ſuch a Declai ation as this, ſhould 
be publiſhed in Anſwer to Our Meſſage, without vouchſafing at leaſt 
to { nd itto Us as th ir Anſwer ; Their butineſſe for which they are. 

mer by Our writ and Authority, being to Counſell Us for the good 
of Our People, not to write ag inſt Us to Our People, and no con-- 


| ſent of Ours for their long continuing together, inabling them to do - 


any thing, but what thzy were firſt ſummoned by Our Writ to do, 
At leaſt We will beleeve, though miſunderlianding and Jealouſie 
( the Juſtice of God will overtake the Fon: enters of that Jealouſie, 
and the Promoters and Contrivers of that miſunderſtanding ) might 
produce ( to ſay no worſe ) thoſe very untoward Expreſſions, that - 
if thoſe Houſes had contrived that Declaration, as an Anſwer to 
Our Meſſage, they would bave vouchſatzd ſome Anſwer to the 
Queſfti- n propoſed in Qu s, which We profeſſed, did and muſt evi- 
dentiy preyail over Our underſtanding ; and in their wiſdom and 
gravity they would have been {ure to have ſtated the m..tters of 
Fact, as ( ar leaſt to ordinary underſtandings ) might be unqueſtion- : 
able; Neither of which is done by t rat Declaration. 
We defire to know why Ve were by that Ad abſolutely exclu- - 
ded from any Power or Au hority in the execution of the Milrrtre,.: 
and We: muſt appeal toall the world , wheth-r ſuch an attemptbe - 
not a greater and juſter ground for Fear and Jealoufie in Us, then any - 
one that is avowed far thoſe diſtruQive Fears and Jcalouſies, which 
are ſo publikely ewned;almolt to the ruine of the Kingdom.But We: 
have becn told that We muſt not be jealous of Our great Councgot | 
both Houſes of Parliament. We are no”, no m''re then they are 'Vf- - 
U- their King, andhitherto they have not avowed any jealoufic of, 
or difaffeRtian;tc Our Perſon ; imputed all to Our evill Counſellers, - 
toa Malignant party that are notof their mindes: $o We do ( and-. 
Wee doit from Our ſoul ) profefſe no J:aloufieof Our Parljamen*,but. 
of ſome turbulent, ſeditious, and ambitious Natures, which (being 
not ſo cl-erly difcerned )may have an influence even upon the Ai--: 
ons of both Houſes ; Andifthis Declaration hath. pafſed by fuch'con«- 
ſent ( which We are notwilling to beleeve ) it is not impoſſible bur 
that the apprehenſion. of ſuch Tumults, which have driven Us from 


Cur 


cur City of Londen for tht fafety of Our Perſon, may make ſuchan + 
impreſſion in oth:r men ( not able toremove from the danger )to . 
make them conſent, or n -t to own adifſnt in mattersnot agreeable 
to their conſcience or underſtanding. SS _ 

We mentioned in that Oar Anſwer Our diſl:ke of the putting of 

| their names out of the Bill whom before thy recommend:d ro Us 
in their prete..ded Ordinance,and the laving outby ſpeciall Proviſt- 
onthz p eſent Lord Major of Loudox, toall which the Decla:ation 
affords no Anſwer, and therefore We cannot tuppoſe it was intended 
for an Anſwer to that Our Meſlage , which whoſoever looks upon, 
will finde to bein no degree enſweredby that Declaration. : 
But it informs all Our Subjzas, after the mention with-what hu- 
miliry the Ordinance was prepared and preſented to [Us ( a matrer 
very evident in the Petition; and Meſſages concerning it ) and Ou- 
refufall to give Our coſent, notwithſtanding the ſeverall reatons 
off:red of theneceſſity thereof, for the ſecuring of Our Perſon, and 

| the Peace. and Safety of Our. People ( whether any ſuch Reaſons * | 

\ weregiven, the weight of rhem, and whether they were not clearly - 

and candidly anſwered by Us, the world will eafily judge ) that the 

were atlaſt neceſlitated to make an Ordinance by Authority of bott 
Houſes , to ſettle the Ad:/itia, warranted thereunto by the Funda» 

_ mentall, Laws of the Land © B..tif tht Declaration had indeed in- 
tended to have anſwered Ug, it would have told Our go9d Sub- 
jets what thoſe Fundamental Laws of the Land are, and where to 
be found ; And would at laſt have mentioned one Ordinance from 
the firſt beginning of Parliaments to this preſent Parliament, which 

endzay..urcd to impoſe any thing upen the Subj:& without the 

Kings conſent; for of ſuch, all the inquiry We can makecould n:ver 

produce Us one inſtance. And if there beſuch a ſecret of the Law, 

whichhath lain hid from the beginning of ,the world to this time, 
andMA\y is diſcoveredto take away thz- juit Lepall Power of the 

King ;.We wiſh there be not ſome other ſecret (to be diſcovered © 

when they pleaſe ) for t'1e ruine and deſtruFiowot the Liberty'of the 

Su"5j:& : For no doubr, if the Vor:s of both Houſes have any ſuch 

Authority towakeanew Law, itbath the fame Authority ro re- 

pcal the old, and then what will become of the long eſtabliſhed 

Rights and Liberties of the King and Subje&, and particnlarly of 

Neg Charra, will be eaſily diſcerned by the moſt ordinary under- 
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7 —. 
the Kingdom, and carc of the Law, whidrWe are boltnd to deferd, 
and being moſt affuredof theunjuſtifiablen: fle of the pretended O- - 

_ dance ) invite anddeſirebott: Our Houſes of Parliament to f ttle 
whatloever ſhould be fit of thatnature, by Ac of Parliament ;- But 
were We therefore oblig'd ro paſſe whatfoever ſhould bebroughe 

tolls of that kinde? Wed'd'ay in Our Anſwer to \the Petition of 
both Houſes, preſent:d to [Is at Tork the-26 of Aarchlaſt (and'We 
have ſaid the fame in other M: flases before ) that We alway s 
thought it neceſſary the B.fineſſ2 of the 1s/iria ſhould be fetl c, 
and that Wenever denied the thing, one!y denied the way, and We 
fay che fame il, fince the many Diſpites, and Vote: upon'Lords 
Lieatenant-;an their Commitlions )which were-begun: by LUs., or 
Our Father )had ſodiſcountenarced that Anthor ity, which for may 
yeers together was happily looked:upon with Reverence and Obs. 
dienceby-the People ; We ci 1, and do think it: very nc. flary, that 
fome wholefome Law be p: ovided for that Buſineſs;but' we d-clared 

In:Our Anſwer to the preterided O:dinan' e, We expett- & that tht 
neceflzry.-Power ſhould be fiſt Inveſted in Us, befo e We conſent 4 

totransf=r it to other men': Neither could it «ver be imagined, thar 

We would conſent th .t a greater Power ſhould/be in the hands of a 

Subje#, then We were thought: worthy to be: truſted* with Our 

Sdf; And:if 1vſhall:hot'b: thoughtifhit ro make'anew ARt, or: De 

flaration in this point; We doubr notebut We ſhall be able'to gram 
ſach Commiſsions, which ſhall very Legally enable*thoſe We truſt 
to doall Offices for the Peace and Qiier of the' Kingdom , if'any 

Diftucbance ſhall happen, - _ i Of 

But that Declaration faith, We were pleaſed to off:r therm:a Bill 
ready drawn; and thatthey (to expreſlſz their earneſt: zeal: tocor 
reſpond with Our d?fire)did paſſe thar Bill, yetall thar exprefſion'of 
fff etion & Loyaltie, al that earneſt defire of theirs to:compygith 

Us, pr duced no'better eff:& then an abſolute demall”, .everroFirhat 

by Oarformer Meſſages: (fas/ that. Declaration' conceives.) Wehad 
promiſed; and'ſop*oceeds:( under rhepretenceof mentioning evHll 
and wicked Counſel-) to cenſurc'and reproach [Is ina '1?1alect ,- tat 
 Weare.ccnfidert Our good Subje&s will read with much indignz- 
tion on Or behalf.” But ſure if that Detlaration had paſſed rhe k44 
minatiofy of-both Houſes of Parliament;, they would never have 
afirined that the: Bill: We refiſed'to-paſſs,: was the ſam” Wefenr'th 
them,or have thought that Our Meſſage, wherein the d ftsrenz2 and 
cotitrarietie bct\veen the two Bils is10 particularly ſer down,would 
KL _ ws 0. Wl 


(5). 


be anſwered with the bare averring thicm to be on: and thi fame 


Bill ; No more would thzy have declared (whin Our t xceptionsto. 
the Ordinance,and the B.1lare fo notoriouſly known to all Our peo- 
ple )that care being taken to give ſatisfaction jnall the particulars 
W < had exce, ted againſt in the Ordinance , We had found new 
exceptions to the Bill ; And yet this very, Declara. ion confefſe-,that 
Our exception to the Ordinance was , that in the diſpoſing and ex e- 
cuticn thereof We were excluded. And was not this an exprefle. 
reaſon in Our Anſwer for Our refuſall of the Bll which this Decla- 
ration will needs confute ? But the power was no other then to ſy; - 
preſſe Rebellion , Inſurreftion, and forreigne Invalicn, and the.Per- 
ſons truſted no other then ſuch as were roiwirated by the g:cat 
Counc-ll of t ;e Kingdom,and afſented to by Us;ard that Declaration 
asks if that be too great a Power to: truſt thiſe perſons with ? Ir- 
deed while> ſo great liberty ts ufed in Voring and Declaring men ro 
be Enemies to the Common-yealth ( an Engliſh phiaſe We ſcarcely: 
und:rſtand) and incenſuring m-a for their ſervice andattendance up» 
on Our Perſon, an4 in Ourlawfull Commands , great heed muſt be 


taken into what hands We cemmit fach a Power to fupprefle: 


Infurre&tion and Rebellion, And if Infurre&tion and Rebcllion have: 
fpund ather definitions then. what the Law bath giventhem., We 
muſt be ſure rhat no lawfuil Power ſhall jotifie thoſe definitions; 
And if there be Learning found out to make Sir John Hothanss ta- 
ki; g Arms again Us,and xeeping Qur Town.and Fort from Us,no- 
Treaſon.or Rebeilion, We know not whethe- anew diſcovery may 
not-finde.it Rebellion in Us,to defend Our ſalf from ſuch Arms,& to - 
endeavour to recoyer what is ſotaken from [Is : and therefore it 
concerns Us ( till th: known Law of the. Land be allowed tobe. 
Judge between Us) totake:heed into what hands We commit ſach 

Power:Beſides,can.it bethought,that becauſe Wearewiliing to truſt - 
certain. perſons , that We are- obliged to.tralith:m:in whatſoever 
they arc willing to be truſted? We fay,no private hands are fitfor* - 
ſucha Truſt, neither have We departedifromany thing(m'theleaft- 

degree ) We off:redor promiſed before;though Wemight with as + 

much reaſyn have withdrawn Qur Truſt from fome Parſons We be- -- 
fore had accepted, as they; did from others, whom they recommends 

ed. For the: Power. which:Wee are charged-to have-commmed to-- * 


particular Perſons,for the fpaceof fifteenyeers by Qur Commiſſions: 


of Lieutenancy,it isnotoriouſly known, that it'was not a Power cre- -- 


ated by Ls , butcontinued very.manyyerrs'; and inthe moſt happy 
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times this Kingdom hath enjoyed ( even thoſe of Our. renowned 
, Predecefſours Queen Elizabeth, and Qur father of happy memory ) 

and what ever Authority was granted by thoſe Commiſlions 

which were kept in the old forms, the fame was determinzble at 
Our pleaſure,and We know not that they produced any of th ſe Ca- 
lamities which might give Our good Subjects cauſe to be ſo weary - 
of them, as to run the hazard of ſo much miſchief as that Bill We 
* refuſed might poſsibly have produced, m_—_ ET 
For the Preſidents of former ages in the Commiſſions of Arra', 
We doubt not but when any ſuch have iflued our, that the Ki gs 
conſent was alwayes obtein:d, and the Commiſſtons determinable 
at His pleaſure, and thn what the extent of power was, wil be 
nothing applicable tothis Caſe of the Ordinance. ; 

- But whether that Declaration hath refuted Our Reaſons for Our 
refufall to paſſe the Bill or no, it hath refolved and required all Per- 
ſons in authority thereby to put the Ordinance ip preſent execution, 
and all others to obey ic according to the fundamental Lawes of the 
Land But We whom God hath truſted co maintain and defend 
thoſe fundamentall Lawes ( which We bope He will blefle to ſecure 
UIs)do declare that there isno legall power in either or bothHouſes, 
upon any pretence whatſoever, without Our conſent, tocommand 
any part of the Zlirsa of this Kingdom , nor hath the like ever 
been commanded by either or both Houſes ſince the fitſt foundation 
of the Laws of 'this Land ; and that the execution of, or the obedi-- ; 
ence to that pretended Ordinance, is againſt the fundamentall Laws | 
of the Land, againſt the liberty of the SubjeR; and the right of Par- : 
laments, and a high crime in any that ſhall henceforth execute the 
fame. And We do therefore charge and command all Our loying 
SubjeRs, of whar degree or quality ſoever, upon their Allegiance, 
and as they tender the peace of this Kingdom, from henceforth nor 
to Muſter, Leavie or Array, or ſummon or warn any of Our Trained 
Bands, to Riſe, Muſter or March by vertue or under Colour of that 
pretended Ordinance : And to this Declaration and command of 


- 


On's, Weexpect md require afull ſubtniſsion and obedience from - 
all Onr loving Subjects upon their Allegiance , as they will anſwer : 
the contrary at their perils, and as they tender the upholding of the : 
true Prot:ſ{tanr profeſſion, the fafety of Our Perſon, and Our Royalt 


—— = _ 


- _— 


Poſterity,the Peace and Being of this Kingdom, == 
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